
 
Astor Theatre 2021: A vision 
This is a preliminary draft vision paper, which captures the possibilities envisaged by the Performing and Visual Arts staff of the 
School.  
 
 
The Astor Theatre site has architectural, historic, social and scientific significance to the State of Victoria  
(2009, ‘The Astor Theatre Conservation Management Plan’, Falkinger Andronas Pty Ltd, Architects and Heritage Consultants). 
 
St Michael’s vision for the Astor Theatre site is one that respects and builds upon the iconic landmark’s heritage to create a 
community hub and a centre of excellence for creative and performing arts in Australia.  
 
Architectural 
In 2021, the exterior of the restored and revitalised Astor Theatre site will look similar to its appearance today. The facade will be 
clean and free from graffiti and the neon light will be fully restored and functioning (with its star).  Cafe, art gallery and uniform 
shop facilities will be incorporated into the site. The front entrance will be restored to its original grandeur. The building will be 
sensitively badged as a St Michael’s property. 
 
The northern wedge of land along Dandenong Road will be utilised to accommodate wheelchair access. Enclosed in glass, it will 
provide glimpses into the Astor’s creative enterprises, past and present. 
 
Inside, the spaces will explore height with a raked auditorium, acoustically treated for music and drama performances and 
accommodating its traditional purpose of film. Indeed, all spaces within the site will enable performance of various forms: poetry 
recitals in the cafeteria; music in the foyers; public speaking in the gallery.  
 
Above the auditorium (seating 1000) a black box theatre will provide another rehearsal and performance space, able to seat an 
audience of 180; office spaces and private tuition rooms will be accessible to performing arts staff and students; back stage 
dressing rooms will support performances in both the auditorium and the black box theatre; community spaces will enable resident 
artist programs and enrichment programs for our wider community; and suitable facilities and security will be provided for 
professional venue management. 
 
Historic and scientific 
The site will respect and build upon the traditions of the property as an important social and entertainment centre. It will celebrate 
cinema as core to its identity, whilst enabling trans-disciplinary engagement and celebration of other creative arts.  
 
Social 
The purpose of the site will be expanded to enable education as well as entertainment. All enterprises contained within the site will 
be enriched with the co-location of diverse creative pursuits. Audiences for film will be boosted with increased involvement of St 
Michael’s families (an engaged community of 7,500 members). Likewise, performance opportunities for students will be expanded 
with integrated programs involving the theatre’s current membership.     
 
The theatre’s current audience will not be disappointed. Films will show on regular basis. The site will retain and build upon its 
standing as a home of film and as a centre of digital film making. Partnerships will be strengthened with universities, guest 
speakers will visit regularly, resident artists will contribute to the investigation of new ideas and a sense of vitality.  
 
All facilities on the site will support teaching, learning and caring programs. For example, the cafe will link closely with the Food 
and Technology Program, the gallery will link with the Visual Arts and Design Program, and, of course, the auditorium and black 
box theatre will support the Performing Arts Program. Further, the site will provide a venue for the Contributing Citizenship 
Program, linking to and supporting youth services agencies, non-governmental organisations, film and education communities, 
lovers of Moderne architecture, emerging artists and creative mentors- all enabling local, national and global partnerships.  
 
Former St Michael’s students will operate a small theatre company from the site, and facilities will continue to be available to the 
community to hire. 


